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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2014-0276
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Office of General Counsel
Date of Introduction: April 22, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCD
Date of Analysis: April 18, 2014
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $363,562 from Risk Management to provide funding, upon conditions, for the costs associated with the settlement and limited release agreement between Rea and Patricia Altwater, Marie E. Cook and multiple other property owners along Fishing Creek, collectively “Altwater”, and the City of Jacksonville, Sea Tech Marine Int’l Inc., Dell Marine, LLC., and Prosser Hallock, Inc.; approves and authorizes the Mayor and the Corporation Secretary to execute and deliver, for and on behalf of the City, the agreement and related releases and other documents.

Background Information: The settlement is in the best interest of the City and the public to resolve the issue without further litigation of expenses.  The dispute was over claims that a dredging project by the City caused an inverse condemnation which deprived “Altwater” of access to Fishing Creek. The conditions of the settlement are: 1) the main channel of Fishing Creek must be redredged as required; 2) creation of separate side access cuts from the main channel up toward and approaching the properties abutting Fishing Creek in the allegedly adversely affected areas; 3) the releases required by and attached to the agreement are executed by the respective relevant parties; 4) all individual plaintiffs in the consolidated litigation execute the agreement within the time frames and in accordance with the provisions stated in agreement.
Reimbursements of pro rata shares of the costs by the property owners will be paid over a five (5) year time period.
Policy Impact Area: Risk Management
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $363,562 for settlement. 
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